Our aims for the council
Swindon has suffered from a lack of vision for far too long. To
tackle this, we have 7 main aims:
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Our manifesto is an ambitious programme of change for Swindon,
restoring many of our lost services such as Sure Start and getting the
regeneration of the town centre finally started.
Our programme, although very similar to that of the Labour party, does
not support their policy of increasing council tax each year by the
maximum allowed . This is counter productive as it would make many
of our shared aims meaningless due to increased hardship caused as
a result of high local taxation.

We are different and strongly believe you can have improved services
without Labour’s big tax increases, through partnership working with
neighbouring authorities by cost sharing key services such as Adult
Social Care and Children's Services.
We support the removal of cabinet style local Government which has
concentrated power and accountability on too few people, and move
to a much more inclusive and more accountable committee based
administration. This not only ensures all members of the Council has
a role in how the Council operates it also saves money through the
removal of paid cabinet posts.
The more Liberal Democrat councillors elected to office, the greater
our voice and the more we will be able to deliver for you. By supporting
the Liberal Democrats it will be possible to reverse Conservatives cuts
to services without Labours huge tax rises.
To support our plans we would in the first year produce a report
detailing income and expenditure, and how each has changed for the
last 5 years. Then going forward we would produce a rolling report
covering the current and previous three years. This report would also
include a report on reserves and all pension liabilities.
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Nor do we support the Conservatives underhand way of increasing
council tax by truly eye watering amounts through the creation of extra
layers of administration and bureaucracy in one of the nations smallest
unitary authorities.

Never again should Swindon experience double digit percentage
increases in local taxation. The last such rise occurred in 2016 under
the Conservatives. Should the Conservatives ever try again to
implement such eye watering increases in local taxation, we would
vigorously challenge them to demonstrate that they have explored
all possible alternatives including the use of shared services.
In some cases, sharing services with neighbouring authorities could
mean fully integrated departments with a single chief executive
covering both authorities, through to more modest arrangements,
with partnerships between councils bringing together individual
services across two or more councils.
The driving purpose behind this policy is to save money, however
there are other advantages to be had, including the opportunity to
recruit more experienced staff, and even create new roles, within a
stronger employment base. Services should be improved, either
through innovation by more effective in-house teams, or by
contracting out. Given Swindon’s excellent location it could become
a central hub managing services for a number of councils.
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Sharing services is by no means a new feature of local government.
Since 2010, as austerity has bitten into public services, more
councils have looked towards sharing, or partnership, as a means
of saving money and we feel Swindon, being one of the countries
smallest unitary authorities, should be no exception.

Local councillors would have an increased say in the running of
the council through the scrapping of the current cabinet system.
We would work hard for the removal of the current cabinet structure
of local government, a structure that concentrates power in a small
group of councillors representing the largest party.

It will spell the end of the cabinet and the individual portfolios that
its current members are tasked with. Instead decisions will be taken
by committees with responsibility for particular themes and made
up of members from all political parties in proportion to their
representation on the council.
The real idea is that all councillors should be involved in decisionmaking rather than a tiny group, thus reconnecting the electorate
with the council through increased local accountability, inclusion
and improved decision making. These changes would also see the
scrapping of scrutiny ‘watchdog’ committees which can cause
unnecessarily delay in the decision-making process and would no
longer be needed under a committee based structure.
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Instead we would return to the traditional, well proven and more
effective committee based structure. In a committee based
structure all councillors have an active role to play in determining
the future direction of the Council.

Swindon Local Development,
Future development
opportunities
Swindon is one of the smallest councils in the UK. As such how it
manages the area of Wiltshire within its area of responsibility is of
huge importance.
Leading scientists from around the world issued a final warning that
if we do not make significant changes now to CO2 emissions, then
within the next 12 years, global temperatures could exceed +1.5
degrees above pre industrial levels, reaching +3 degrees by 2050.

Now is the time for Swindon to play its part. It can no longer be the
case of more urban sprawl and the continued inefficient use of land.
To do so will continue to reduce our ability to lower emissions through
reduced transport movements (the further away from employment
and retail the more travel is required). The more of our countryside
is paved, the less there will be for food production or carbon capture
through tree planting.
With this in mind there is a clear need to review all development plans
within the Swindon area.
We are strongly opposed to the setting aside of any development
land in current maintained public green space within the Swindon
urban area. This includes the Lawns and the approaches to Coate
Water roundabout.
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“We are the first generation that know that humans are
changing our climate, and the last that can do
something about it”

There are small pockets of green space within the borough that must
be protected from further development in order to maximises
opportunities for current residents to make the most of them, and to
provisionally set aside this land for future tree planting as part of a
wider carbon capture programme.
It is accepted there is a strong need for additional housing for our
rising population and for Swindon to develop and expand its business
districts.

The world has been put on notice. No one except climate change
sceptics doubt this. Swindon is a wealthy town with significant
challenges, yet despite those challenges, the council has a moral
responsibly to ensure that all future developments make a
contribution to reversing climate change. Where green space needs
to be developed, then this must be done in a carbon neutral or carbon
negative manner.
History has shown that many of the greatest health and
environmental reforms started with city and town councils. Many
councils lead the way, when it came to replacing coal and gas with
electric light or introducing clean water and affordable health care,
things we now take for granted.
The world has been put on notice with 12 years to change our
ways. Councils led the way in the past when it came to dealing with
environmental challenges. Now it is time for them to lead with way
again.
This is a choice for Swindon. How the town develops will reflect
how seriously Swindon has heeded the warnings from scientists
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Swindon currently has large areas of brown field sites, most
noticeable in the town centre, but also some of current business
districts have significant areas of derelict land. It is felt much of the
areas housing needs can be accommodated through the construction
of quality apartment blocks within the town centre.

We would campaign to merge a number of departments and services
with neighbouring local authorities. We would work with councils that
have embraced shared services and adopt best practice. Our
principle objective would be to use monies saved to enhance front
line services and deliver manifesto commitments.
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There are many aspects of Labour’s local election manifesto we
strongly support, with some of their policies reflected within this
manifesto. However we strongly believe there is a better alternative
to raising council tax by the maximum allowed each year. This is not
the right approach as it will create additional hardship for the very
people many of their aims are designed to help. Instead we wish to
embrace shared services to the full, using monies saved to deliver
improvements to local services and minimise local tax rises.

Local businesses are the life-blood of our local economy, and with
the continuing reduction in size and number of government grants to
top-up council funding, our local shops and the business rates they
pay, will become increasingly important in supporting our local
services. Therefore we will push for the introduction of a retail relief
scheme in order to help give our economy the boast it needs, while
attracting and encouraging more businesses to call Swindon their
home.

After listening to the needs of
business owners and customers
alike, we will introduce free parking
for one or possibly two hours in Old
Town which could be expanded to
include the town centre to help our
economy and help local businesses
grow.

We will push for the additional funding for InSwindon to promote and
keep clean our town centre and bring to fruition schemes that better
connect the town centre with the Outlet Village.
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Local businesses are the back-bone of our economy and the Swindon
Liberal Democrats understand how important they are to Swindon's
future. We want to make Swindon the leading hub for entrepreneurs,
not just in the South West but across the country - but to do this we
need a Council that nurtures new businesses and helps them grow.

We will encourage the redevelopment of the Corn Exchange and the
redevelopment of the Mechanics Institute and the restoration of Milton
Road Baths.
We believe that trade unions have an important role in protecting
workers pay and conditions and will sign the council up to the Unison
Ethical Charter, ensuring dignity for home carers and those who
receive care.

We would support the introduction of a Neighbourhood Cares Scheme
to tackle isolation and loneliness, not just in Swindon but also in the
surrounding villages. We would provide the framework to enable
volunteers to come forward to work with us in tackling loneliness in
Swindon.
We support the real living wage and will ensure that all council
employees and contractors are paid no less an hour than that defined
by the Living Wage Foundation and we will aim to minimize the use
of agency staff.
We support the creation of a cooperative run multi-academy Trust
and would consult schools, academies and parents on how best to
achieve this.
We would build more housing for rent with a commitment to more
than double the numbers of council houses currently being built.
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We support Sure Start which was a huge success. We would reinstate
Sure Start Children’s centres giving young people the best start in life
should finances permit.

Liberal Democrats believe Swindon has huge potential building on
its rich culture and heritage. We are determined to reverse the decline
of the town centre and achieve an almost new purposeful town centre
that we all can be proud of.
We support the the redevelopment of the Corn Exchange, Mechanics
Institute and Milton Road Baths.
A rich and vibrant town centre free of the vast numbers of derelict
buildings and vacant building plots will give Swindon an economic
feel-good boost that will ripple out to create a town to be proud of.

Build more residential properties within the town centre either directly
or in partnership with developers. We will look to increase the amount
of green spaces within the town centre and to create a wider leisure
offer across the town.
We will pursue a new museum and art gallery by looking at our
existing property portfolio to provide a more affordable solution to
displaying Swindon’s rich history and culture.
We will investigate ways of transporting shoppers between Outlet
and Regent Circus with a stop in the Town Centre. This is with a view
to looking at a long-term bus/tram service in and around Swindon.
This would decrease the transport around the Outlet Village and the
new Snow Dome, while also encouraging more shoppers in Swindon
town centre.
Ahead of this we would look to commission through InSwindon a free
to-use shuttle bus service connecting the Outlet Village and the Town
Centre.
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Supporting our aims we will:

The Swindon Liberal Democrats take the safety of our roads seriously
and want to do everything we can to make sure our roads are safe
for both drivers and pedestrians. By introducing new safety measures
we can make sure that accidents are reduced year on year.

We will also explore the introduction of safe
crossing places on Thamesdown Drive
especially near schools.

Many areas of Swindon were built at a time when cars were not a
consideration, but now we live in a world where owning a car is a
necessity. Blanket rules and regulations about parking can be as
much of a hindrance as a help, especially for those with disabilities
and other needs. We will discuss with residents across Swindon ways
of improving and increasing parking in order to make sure the needs
of residents are always put first.

Page 10

A New Start for Swindon Our Aims for the council

To increase the safety of our roads,
especially near homes and around local
schools, we back the introduction of more
20 mph zones in residential areas to
reduce the number of near and actual
accidents and to help saves lives in
Swindon.

Swindon has beautiful green spaces which should be protected and
be available to all regardless of economic means. We believe that
Lydiard House and park should be protected and open to the public
and we oppose any proposal them to be taken over by a private,
profit-making organisation. We are receptive to the gifting of Lydiard
House and park to the National Trust in exchange for maintaining free
public access to the park, thus securing its future for future
generations.

The cost of street lighting in Swindon is currently over £1 million a
year and the Council have suggested that we turn off street lights in
some areas late at night (between midnight and 5am) in order to cut
the bill. Rather than turning off the lights at the darkest times of night
we support the introduction of LED street lighting throughout Swindon
as a safer, cheaper and more environmentally friendly alternative and
reduce our street lighting bill by up to 80%.

We will be tackling graffiti and fly tipping on our streets and proactively resolving fly tipping issues on private land, not just because
of their environmental impact but because of their impact on our
communities. We will make sure our streets are clean because
residents deserve nothing less.
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Swindon Liberal Democrats believe in putting local communities first
and at the heart of that is the protection of our borough's heritage and
environment. From historic homes to lakes and rivers, from local parks
to the streets we live in we will protect our rich cultural and natural
environment for now and future generations.

Our future lies in the creation and attraction of clean, environmentallyfriendly industries to Swindon to drive up local employment. Making
Swindon's local economy more self-reliant will ensure that profits are
retained within Swindon, driving economic growth.
We recognise that the public sector alone cannot address the
economic problems facing Swindon. However, by working with others,
we can maximise local growth by providing the infrastructure and
environment for them to prosper.
We would support the provision of grants to encourage/stimulate town
centre regeneration especially plans for high quality affordable
accommodation.

We will strongly fight attempts by the Conservative Government to impose
further cuts to local government funding. Our economy is on the brink
of recession, which for the first time in modern history (perhaps ever)
the UK economy is performing nothing like as well as other countries
within the G20, indeed at times of the G20 countries only Russia has
had lower GDP growth rates (and they are under sanctions). Only two
things could have caused this; either a badly managed Brexit or
Conservative economic incompetence. There is no other plausible
explanation.
Liberal Democrats will support Swindon’s entrepreneurs and small
businesses by creating more small business and business start-up spaces.
We will invest in better quality office space in the town and encourage
private investors to do the same.
Working alongside local residents and businesses we will launch a plan
for the revival of the town centre and district shopping centres to help
reopen empty shops. This will improve the general environment
through development either directly or in partnership many of the
vacant and run down parts of town.
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For Jobs and Prosperity

We will:
Keep Council Tax Support (for low income residents) at 2018-19
levels

Introduce a Swindon Red Tape challenge – partnering with local
businesses to stimulate ideas for local growth

Invigorate growth by encouraging big business to invest and
offering help to small businesses willing to set up within the town
centre

Save by increased use of shared services with neighbouring
authorities, using monies saved to reduce council tax, improve
local services and invest in regeneration.

Improve transparency
Improve access for the public to all information on Council activities
Increase transparency of bidding on Council contracts
Improve awareness of community bidding rights for Council
contracts
Improve transparency of developer contributions (Section 106
money)
Improve accountability through the publication of a more detailed
income and expenditure spend, including reporting on councils
current liabilities (including pensions) and reserves.
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Engage with residents to generate cost-saving ideas

People have a right to live in our communities without worrying about
their personal safety or that of their families or properties.
Regarding crime, many concerns centre around ‘low-level nuisance’,
with anti-social behaviour that is often linked to alcohol and drugs.
That is why the Liberal Democrat approach to tackling crime focuses
on specific areas where the Council can, together with our partners,
make a real difference to how people are affected by crime.

We will:
Strengthen

Anti-Social Behaviour Council Teams and improve
residents’ crime prevention awareness, including how to report crime
and anti-social behaviour.
the Police to be more responsive to our priorities.

Hold the elected Police and Crime Commissioner to account
Press local neighbourhood police to act on reports of drug dealing
on our streets.

Work with local police to ensure 101 calls are followed up.
Work with police and neighbouring local authorities to investigate
human trafficking.

Review youth services support for offending youths.
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Revitalise Neighbourhood Action Groups (NAGs) and work with

A sustainable community not only requires a stable economic base
but an infrastructure of housing, transport and services that enable
individuals to lead active, fulfilling and productive lives.
We need to tackle issues such as pollution and recycling, but also
include improved access to services, decent affordable housing and
a high quality environment in our local areas.

Swindon has ambitious plans for growth which we support however
the delivery of this must be done responsibly. We are not receptive to
plans to extensively build on green fields when there are so many
brown field sites available.
We will maintain a 50% council tax premium on empty homes and
support the creation of a Council owned letting agency which would
not only manage properties but also provide mortgage advise and
mortgage deposit schemes.
We would also expand the Councils commercial house building
business and more than double the number of council homes being
built.
We support the tackling of “Land banking” by developers and keen to
explore and implement financial measures to encourage building on
land that are shovel ready.
We would develop the town centre master plan to encourage high
quality homes within the town centre on vacant land and empty retail
units.
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A key area that we want to address is the lack of a balanced housing
market in Swindon. This creates economic difficulties & forces people
to move away from their communities and support networks.

We will:
Challenge developers that ride roughshod over our need for
affordable housing - make the 30% requirement for affordable homes
in new developments a reality, not a dream.
Use prefabricated homes and other modern methods to speed up
house building

Prioritise building on brown field sites rather than green field sites

through the provision of development grants for affordable town
centre housing

Bring

Encourage landlords and letting agents to register on a Council
scheme to meet decent standards of house maintenance

Protect existing parks and green spaces, and wildlife areas
Protect existing allotments and improve their management
Increase kerbside recycling from households to include food waste
and reasonable amounts of garden waste.
Engage local partners to ensure rough sleepers can find temporary
accommodation, especially during the winter.
Prioritise monitoring and reducing of local air pollution
Improve

street cleaning outside the town centre and commit to
giving each of our back alley streets a deep clean and encourage
local residents to come together to keep them clean.

Support

community litter-picks and take action on litter louts,
backed up with fines and prosecutions. Encourage greater use of
community orders to help clean and maintain our streets.
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empty homes and where practical empty office blocks back
into use

National funding reductions means that we have to rethink the
balance between what the state provides and how individuals and
communities must work to support each other.
We believe that all tiers of government & the private & voluntary
sectors must work together with the people of Swindon to co-ordinate
service delivery.
The capacity & resilience of our communities varies: we must help
communities to develop and strengthen their capacity to help
themselves.

We will instigate a community governance review to reassess
significant past council decisions, in particular parishes and parish
boundaries and report on Council assets, liabilities and pension
commitments.
We support giving all voters a postal vote, and support initiatives to
increase voter registration.
Provide more customer call centre service staff - better skills, faster
responses and support a Credit Union, Citizens Advice and Welfare
Rights Unit

Keep

all libraries open with no significant reduction in levels of
services, staff and opening times and expand free library services to
include improved facilities and times for study (e.g. after work)

Protect

existing council-run arts and sports venues including
Swindon Museum, Lydiard Park and other council owned facilities.

Be transparent about where council income comes from and council
expenditure. We would champion the publication of a list of council
assets (including reserves) and liabilities (including pension’s).
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We support the creation of a people’s jury to find out what they want
from their council services and we will create a board of governance
to review accounts.

Young people are the future of Swindon. This is why we will support
and encourage young people to work within their local communities.
We want to improve academic achievement by ensuring that the role
schools can take in the wider community is protected and enhanced.
We will monitor the quality of school meals to the highest standards
and encourage those entitled to free school meals to take them, by
making the application and renewal system easier for parents.

Parents tell us of their unhappiness as school standards continue to drop
under the Conservatives. Swindon has embraced free schools, academies
and UTCs, but despite getting a good start, we are not
producing the high qualifications needed for our children to get on in the
modern world.
Although the Government has removed the powers councils had to intervene, Liberal Democrats will find ways of encouraging schools to raise
standards across the town - particularly in secondary schools.
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We would work with the Swindon Food Collective and other charities
to ensure children are fed during school holidays when they don’t
receive school meals.

We will:
Encourage

Swindon employers to support new, meaningful
apprenticeships.

Provide careers advice for young people emphasising the value of
apprenticeship training alongside academic routes.

Monitor the effectiveness of Pupil Premium money for local schools
to directly target disadvantaged young people, ensuring it is used to
improve educational outcomes.

Find

innovative ways to not only keep existing youth centres open
but also look to open additional ones.
to all communities, ensuring access to early years support.

Reduce inequality by taking action to improve BAME (Black, Asian

and Minority Ethnic) engagement. Ensure that no matter what your
religious beliefs, you will be treated equally when it comes to adoption
or fostering.

Protect household budgets by promoting the uptake of free school
meals for all infant school children.

Invest in health education, using Public Health money.
Increase co-ordination between sport education, physical exercise
and local leisure centres.

Support the excellent work of Swindon’s Youth Offending Team in
diverting young people away from crime and anti-social behaviour.

Scrutinise and support the work of the Children’s Services to ensure
the best provision for our vulnerable young people.
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Restore the provision of Sure Start centres and promote services

People expect to live better & longer lives. They expect to be active
for longer, have more control over their own care and live in their own
homes. We will break down the barriers to independent living that still
exist, enabling people to make real choices about how they live their
lives.
We will respect our most vulnerable residents by ensuring that
Council care services staff are paid the living wage, inclusive of their
travel time.

The needs of our communities vary: we must help communities to
develop and strengthen their capacity to help themselves.
A growing number of children in Swindon are caring for a family member.
We will appoint a young carers’ champion to be their voice in the town
and we will hold a conference to showcase the fantastic work being done
in some of our schools to support young carers and develop good
practice for schools across the city.
Mental health care for young people is a growing crisis in our town. We
will work with the NHS to expand the support available to schools and
young people to tackle this crisis and fight for more Government funding
to support provision of services for adults.
Every child deserves a safe and loving home. That is why we will
promote fostering and adoption in Swindon with a renewed public
campaign.
We will take immediate steps to call a Health and Social Care summit to
address the crisis in provision in our town. This will include primary care
concerns raised by voters about access to GP’s and dentists.
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The NHS is moving towards earlier intervention & preventative work.
The Council should increase its role in encouraging and enabling
people to lead healthier lives, irrespective of where they live. We
would commit to end hospital bed blocking in situations within council
control

Address inequalities in treatments across Swindon by using Public
Health money to support mental health initiatives, ensuring equality
between physical and mental health, as committed to in our national
Liberal Democrat manifesto
Tailor services to individual needs of vulnerable adults to support
their independence and will lobby hard for the reintroduction of the
“place of safety” at Sandlewood Court.

Treat the elderly with respect, provide the highest standards of care

and ensure visiting times meet their needs. We will deliver Dementia
Friendly accommodation throughout the town and work hard to make
Swindon a dementia friendly town.

Improve

Improve options for care leavers to learn life skills.
Improve access to specialist support for young people experiencing
mental health issues, and reduce waiting times for mental health
assessments and treatments.
Improve access to sexual health provision and education.
Expand child and teenage play provisions in local areas to combat
obesity and encourage positive free time activities.

Develop plans for exercise for all, not just young people
Set targets to ensure air quality meets required standards - publish
air quality figures and hold those responsible to account

Pay carers employed by organisations contracted to the council a
genuine living wage
Review applications for adoptions, in particular those applications

which have been rejected due to religious convictions, to ensure that
all applicants have been treated consistently.
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alcohol/drugs rehabilitation support and further develop
programmes to reduce smoking and obesity in the town and
surrounding villages.

We want to take measures to ensure that all our road users motorists,
cyclists and pedestrians feel safe. We want to encourage healthy
transport where possible, making it easy for people to walk and cycle.
We fully support the use of renewable and low-carbon energy for
transportation.

However there are very noticeable areas of Swindon without a regular
bus service.

Liberal Democrats will fight to extend Thamesdown Drive to Barnfield
thus providing much needed congestion relief the West and North
Swindon.
We will tackle congestion within the town centre and Rodbourne Road
by trailing the suspension of the bus only access into Penzance
Drive. We will use more night-time working to speed up the roadworks.
When planning major roadworks, we will consult with motoring and cycling
organisations.
To help tackle Swindon’s parking problems we will investigate if it is
possible to create 1,000 new car parking spaces in the town centre, and
use these spaces to provide low cost secure car parking for residents
in an around the town centre.
Once introduced we will better manage allocated parking permits in
residential parking zones.
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We would look to franchise bus services within the town, and believe
that through franchising, Swindon will see more buses (including the
restoration of Service 20) at no cost to the Swindon tax payer.

Motivate and reward local motorists to use low emissions or electric
vehicles

Develop,

in conjunction with cyclists, parents and schools, a
comprehensive network of cycle routes with a long-term plan covering
the next 10-15 years

Introduce a low emissions zone in the town centre that would also
include the Railway Village

Address

local speeding concerns in partnership with local
neighbourhood police and encourage the restoration of speed
cameras where needed.

Expand

Improve parking enforcement, especially around anti-social parking.
Encourage car clubs, car-sharing schemes and more electric car
charging points.

Introduce new council vehicles using renewable energy
Support free or reduced card parking charges to stimulate the town
centre economy.

Trial

removing the bus only access into Penzance drive to see if
overall traffic flows in Rodbourne improve.

Oppose any planning applications unless there are firm plans to
minimise carbon footprint.
Ensure new commercial developments provide electric car charging
points

Prioritise pedestrian areas when planning new builds and ensure
adequate off street parking provision

Review

the pedestrian crossing areas throughout the borough to
improve overall safety.
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the provision of 20mph zones to all residential roads as
recommended by Parish Councils or resident committees.

For the Council to introduce a scheme that displays an approved logo
on the proprietors entrance that denotes that the meat sourced has
been slaughtered in a humane manner (i.e from animals pre-stunned
before slaughtered).
The label would work in the same way as the current food hygiene
ratings do today, with participation in the scheme being voluntary (the
purpose of this policy is consumer choice and not to take the moral
high ground).

It is accepted that Halal and Kosha meat has an accepted place within
our community and is served in many restaurants in response to our
wide and diverse culture. This policy in no way interferes with this.
However as a consumer today there is now no clear way for a
consumer to know whether the meat they buy or consume has been
slaughtered humanely and without undue suffering.
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As a consumer it is now almost impossible to know if the meat you
are served/sold has been slaughtered as humanly as possible.

It should be possible for Halal and Humane Slaughter labelling to sit
by side as it is understood that some Halal meat is pre-stunned,
however currently there is no way to know this.
This means there is a general assumption that Halal meat comes from
animals that endured needless suffering prior to death, which is not
helpful when it comes to religious tolerance.

In the UK almost 1/4 of meat is no longer pre-stunned ahead of
slaughter, meaning there is now a strong possibility that a significant
proportion of the meat the general consumer is now eating, comes
from animals that have gone through unnecessary pain prior to death
without the consumer knowing this.
Introducing an approved labelling scheme would enable consumers
to know that the food they are purchasing has been pre-stunned prior
to death. If a shop displays the logo at the point of entry into the
establishment, then as a consumer, it would be known that the meat
sold/served has been pre-stunned before slaughter.
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Likewise there is no way to know if the meat in a burger sold by fast
food outlets has not been pre-stunned. It may be the case that the
whole slaughter house operates a Halal or Kosher policy, and does
not pre stun any of the meat it produces which is not marked
accordingly for the end consumer.

The scheme would be voluntary, however those that displayed the
logo would be in breach of trading standards if they knowingly sold
meat that was not pre-stunned.
Those that serve Halal or Kosher meat and display the Assured logo
would be able to demonstrate to the consumer that the meat they
serve, not only complies with their respective religious beliefs, but
also that the animals were killed without undue suffering.

As a nation we have a history of ensuring the food we eat is not only
of the highest hygiene, but also that meat provided has gone through
a process of ensuring animal welfare. It can no longer be accepted
as a given to the consumer that the meat they are consuming has
been slaughtered humanely, as there is now no way of knowing this.
This is why the 5 rating food hygiene labels was introduced as a way
of showing that the establishment was clean, and is why a similar
scheme with regards to animal welfare also needs to be introduced
as a way of ensuring consumers are informed about how the meat
they were eating was killed.
This policy adoption does not in anyway prevent or interfere with
current Halal or Kosher practises. The only thing this policy does is
give consumers the ability to choose humanly killed meat or not.
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This would be the only way a consumer would know that the meat
they are eating has come from sources that minimise undue suffering
without the consumer running the risk of causing embarrassment by
asking if the meat is Halal Kosher and being accused of religious
intolerance.

There is much to be patriotic about
in Britain today.
It is a more tolerant and inclusive
place than when my late wife and I
started an inter-racial family a
generation ago. It has great
resources of creativity and
business talent, of learning and
research. There is a real generosity of spirit and sense of community.
But there is also much that is wrong. There is a disfiguring inequality of
wealth and opportunity. Last decade’s financial crisis has left a long-term
legacy of economic damage and depressed living standards which fuel
much of today’s political anger and frustration.
These issues were beginning to be addressed by the Coalition
government, but Brexit – pursued by Theresa May with full support from
Jeremy Corbyn – is now starting to inflict further economic damage.
There is a palpable sense, in parts of the country, that they have been
left behind. Young people face a bleaker future than their parents.
The Liberal Democrats can take Britain off this path. Vote Liberal
Democrats.
Sir Vince Cable MP, Leader of the Liberal Democrats
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